
I am dedicating my Representative campaign to the memory of Margaret Pederson whose 
dedication and good works for the town of Cumberland was “rewarded” with the adage: 
“No good service goes unpunished.” 
   
I will work to abolish the regressive and predatory property tax and replace it with a 
progressive tax based on ability to pay. 
 
Below is Mrs. Pederson’s Feb.16, 1999 letter to the editor to the Valley Breeze 
 

LETTER TO EDITOR 
 

THE BURDEN OF TAXES IS OVERWHELMING 
 
It is with deep regret that I find myself needing to write this letter. I have lived in 
Cumberland for more than 50 years and contributed to the well-being of this town. 
I was chairman of the Conservation Commission for example, and there is land at the 
monastery donated and dedicated in my name. At the state level, I was asked by the 
Audubon Society to testify at congressional hearings. I also purchased small, unbuildable 
lots in order to protect the part of Cumberland where I live from being too built-up. 
Five years ago, at the age of 89, I could no longer drive and my health became 
problematic. My eyesight and hearing continued to fail and the progression of 
osteoporosis limited my mobility. Under those circumstances, my response to my mail 
was sporadic at best. In the past, I paid my bills in person. I was therefore unaware of the 
opportunity to appeal the percentage of tax being assessed on my property, most of which 
is unbuildable and wet. I live in an area where my land is divided into very small lots so I 
get many letters (each lot) from the town about taxes. A year ago, I asked my family to 
help me with that help, my health improved and I became aware that I had missed my 
chance to appeal the over taxation of my land. Because of this, the land that I donated to 
the Cumberland Land Trust this last year cannot be acquired by them, until I pay these 
exorbitant taxes assessed by the Town of Cumberland. Early last year, along with a 
family member, I went to the Town Hall, met with the finance director and paid a sum of 
money, which I thought were my taxes. This director said that he would look into the tax 
advantage of consolidating the property from these small lots to one large piece. He never 
got back to me. He now does not work for the Town of Cumberland. This year, I was 
assessed an exorbitant amount of money for taxes on my land and interest that has 
accrued during these five years. I asked my lawyer to appeal this case and I was told that 
not  only would the Town of Cumberland not allow an appeal without FULL payment of 
my back taxes, but  they would not even consider exemptions of some portion of the 
interest, or a reassessment of the land that is wet and unbuildable. People often think that 
older women like myself (I’m 94 years old) must be wealthy. I am not. I may need to sell 
my land and home or give it to the town, which means that the Cumberland Land Trust 
will not be able to receive my gift. What a sad ending to my life and my commitment to 
this town. My last resort was to appeal to a man who is not only my neighbor (his land 
and mine are close to each other) but was also my lawyer prior to my current one. He is 
the mayor, Francis A. Gaschen. Years ago, I did a lot of work getting him elected. I 
convinced a family who was moving to stay long enough to vote for him, for example. I 



also brought people to the polls. Just two years ago, I was having dinner in DiMarco’s 
Restaurant and Frank happened to be there as well, for a political event. He came to my 
table and squatted next to me to talk and pay me a compliment. I remember I had bought 
a small bottle of champagne and shared it with him. Now, however, Frank Gaschen is in 
support of the town’s process with regard to my taxes and he has indicated that he has no 
intention of intervening in this case. I may be old and weak, but I am not stupid. If this is 
happening to me, how many other people, particularly the elderly, are also being taken 
advantage of  ?  I am making this public because I hope if this doesn’t help me, it may 
help others.                  
               __  Margaret Pederson 
 
Margaret Pederson has since passed away and I promise that I will do all that I can to 
abolish a predatory property tax system that inflicted pain on her and continues to inflict 
pain on many other Rhode Islanders.  
 
              
 
 


